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GRIMSBY  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Committee,  acting  as  the  Port 

Health  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1949.  It  is  made  in  accordance 
with  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which  prescribe  the  duties  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  general  description  of  the  port  remains  similar  to  that  contained  in 
my  report  for  1946. 

Fish  Docks. 

During  the  year  several  notable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Grimsby 
fleet  of  distant  water  trawlers  while  some  of  the  older  vessels  of  this  type  have 
been  transferred  to  other  fishing  ports.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  seems 
little  likelihood  of  the  construction  of  new  North  Sea  tonnage  being  under- 
taken in  the  near  future  but  it  is  understandable  that  while  the  future  remains 
so  uncertain  for  this  type  of  vessel,  the  trawler  owners  are  reluctant  to  embark 
on  a build  and  scrap  programme. 

Despite  the  fact  that  devaluation  of  the  pound  was  responsible  for  a 
sharp  increase  in  the  price  of  fuel  oil,  the  conversion  of  trawlers  from  coal  to 
oil  burning  is  proceeding  and  all  new  distant  water  trawlers  are  oil  burning. 
Fuel  oil  is  obtained  by  barge  from  one  or  other  of  the  Humber  oil  installations 
as  this  method  of  fuelling  is  more  economical  than  the  large  scale  storage  of 
fuel  oil  in  Grimsby,  where  the  dock  facilities  are  not  adequate  to  permit  the 
berthing  of  an  ocean  going  tanker. 

Mention  was  made  in  my  report  for  1948  of  the  conversion  of  a disused 
grain  warehouse  with  the  object  of  increasing  the  local  facilities  for  the  storage 
of  frozen  fish.  This  work  has  now  advanced  to  such  an  extent  that  the  ground 
and  first  floors  are  being  used  as  cold  stores.  Work  is  proceeding  on  the  re- 
maining three  floors  and  when  completed  the  cold  store  will  provide  storage 
for  3,000  tons  of  frozen  fish. 

As  far  as  the  Fish  Docks  are  concerned,  the  most  important  event  during 
the  year  has  been  the  announcement  that  controlled  prices  for  fish  will  cease 
to  operate  at  the  end  of  the  winter.  It  seems  certain  that  the  cessation  of 
controls  will  have  a far-reaching  effect  on  the  fishing  industry  generally. 
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Commercial  Docks. 

Two  Norwegian  motor  vessels  maintain  a regular  passenger  and  cargo 
service  at  fortnightly  intervals  between  Norwegian  ports  and  Grimsby,  and 
there  is  a weekly  passenger  and  cargo  service  between  Denmark  and  Grimsby. 
A cargo  service  at  about  ten  day  intervals  between  French  ports  and  Grimsby 
completes  the  list  of  regular  services  now  operating  from  Grimsby.  These 
services  compare  most  unfavourably,  as  far  as  the  port  is  concerned,  with 
the  services  which  operated  in  pre-war  days,  and  it  seems  a great  pity  that 
the  resources  of  the  port  of  Grimsby  are  not  being  more  fully  utilized. 

Local  shipbuilding  and  engineering  firms  have  been  kept  fully  occupied 
during  the  year  on  ship  repairs  and  conversion  work. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Immigration  Officer,  the  Officials  of  the  Docks 
and  Inland  Waterways  Executive,  and  the  Port  Fish  Distribution  Officer  for 
their  ready  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  inspectors  and 
myself  for  the  keen  interest  in  the  work  and  the  strong  moral  support  shown 
by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Committee. 

I should  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Syme  and  his  staff,  which  is  now  at  ful 
strength,  for  their  unremitting  industry  throughout  the  year.  Mr.  Syme  had 
official  recognition  paid  to  his  work  by  being  invited,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  to  contribute  an  article  on  the  fishing  industry  to  the  Monthly  Bulletin 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  faithfully 

JAMES  A.  KERR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Port  Health  Office, 

Whitehall  Chambers, 

Wharncliffe  Road,  Grimsby. 


March,  1950. 
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1.  Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  During  the  Year. 

TABLE  A. 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number 

Inspected 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number 

of 

Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number  of 
Vessels  on 
which 

defects  were 
found  and 
reported  to 
Ministry  of 
Transport 
Surveyors. 

Number  of 
vessels  re- 
ported as 
having,  or 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage  in- 
fectious 
disease  on 
board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health 

By  the 
Port 
Health 
Inspector 

>reign  : — 

teamers 

256 

167,522 

6 

250 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Motor 

220 

62,994 

1 

216 

3 

3 

— 

— 

iailing  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

;'ishing  . . 

2,020 

317,421 

2 

414 

125 

117 

— 

. — 

ital  Foreign  : — 

2,496 

547,937 

9 

880 

134 

126 

— 

— 

lastwise  : — 

teamers 

182 

79,677 

2 

114 

7 

9 

— 

— 

Motor 

201 

48,494 

2 

172 

3 

4 

— 

— 

jailing  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fishing  . . 

6,205 

389,670 

2 

618 

167 

166 

— 

— 

ital  Coastwise 

6,588 

517,841 

6 

904 

177 

179 

— 

>tal  Foreign  and 

bastwise  : — 

9,084 

1,065,778 

15 

1,784 

311 

305 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


The  numbers  of  vessels  of  less  than  100  tons  net  (not  included  in  Table  A, 
columns  1 and  2)  entering  the  port  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Vessel 

British 

Foreign 

Total 

Steamships 

406 

— 

406 

Motor  vessels 

330 

41 

371 

Canal  boats  . . 

252 

— 

252 

Lighters 

192 

— 

192 

Other  vessels  . . 

811 

— 

811 

Totals 

1,991 

41 

2,032 

The  total  net  tonnage  of  these  vessels  was  161,403  tons. 


All  figures  in  respect  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  arrivals  were  compiled 
from  returns  supplied  by  the  D ocks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive. 
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The  nationalities  of  the  vessels  inspected  and  re-inspected  during  the  year 


were  as  follows  : — 
Nationality. 

Number  Inspected. 

Number  Re-inspected. 

British 

..  1,270  .. 

148 

Dutch 

119  .. 

18 

Danish 

91  . . 

2 

Norwegian 

86  . . 

5 

Swedish  . . 

75  . . 

13 

French 

45  . . 

3 

German  . . 

31  . . 

1 

Icelandic  . . 

27  . . 

3 

Finnish 

19  .. 

4 

Panamanian 

8 .. 

3 

Faroese 

5 .. 

2 

Greek 

5 .. 

1 

Italian 

1 .. 

— 

Polish 

1 .. 

_ 

Costa  Rica 

1 .. 

. . 

Totals  ..  1,784  .. 

203 

II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 
Table  B. 

(a)  Passenger  traffic  during  the  year. 


No.  of  P< 

issengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Transmigrants 

Total 

Inwards 

Aliens 

815 

— 

— 

— 

1,277 

British 

462 

— ‘ 

— 

— 

Outwards 

Aliens 

728 

—r 

— 

— 

1,218 

British 

490 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  description  and  quantities  in  tons  of  the 
principal  imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1949,  as  compared  with  1948 
and  1938. 


Principal  Imports  : — 


1 Import 

1949 

1948 

1938 

Timber 

95,725 

66,255 

136,047 

Wood  pulp 

64,151 

54,538 

114,800 

Butter 

14,639 

9,415 

50,073 

Bacon 

12,530 

4,761 

44,271 

Eggs  

8,091 

3,520 

8,620 

Offal  

2,007 

2,235 

— ! 

Fish — Frozen 

6,432 

1,972 

— 

Fish — Salted 

1,495 

1,647 

— 

Fish — Boxed  fresh 

15,678 

16,701 

— 

Miscellaneous 

72,307 

27,654 

38,343 

Totals 

293,055 

188,698 

392,154 
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Fish  Landings. 

In  addition  to  these  imports,  256,835  tons  of  lish  were  landed  at  the 
Grimsby  Fish  Market  during  the  year.  The  following  table  provides  a com- 
parison between  the  weight  and  value  of  the  fish  landed  at  Grimsby  during 
1949  and  the  weights  and  values  landed  in  previous  years. 


Year 

Landings 

Weight 

Value 

1949 

7,548 

5,136,690  cwts. 

£11,480,117 

1948 

7,641 

4,821,036  „ 

£12,521,651 

1947 

7,153 

4,355,845  ,, 

£11,159,914 

1946 

6,310 

3,933,767  „ 

£10,432,007 

1945 

4,338 

2,143,455  „ 

£7,953,030 

1938 

14,353 

4,316,074  ,, 

£4,252,252 

Principal  Exports  : — 


Export 

1949 

1948 

193S 

Coal 

730,961 

792  258 

1,030,796 

Basic  slag  . . 

15,640 

16,677 

— 

Sugar 

16,357 

64,357 

— 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures 

12,471 

8,169 

13,122 

Ammonium  nitrate 

9,736 

28,532 

— 

Machinery 

2,045 

2,902 

— 

Wools  and  Cottons 

1,205  • 

5,520 

— 

Rags  

142 

— 

— 

Chemicals  . 

43 

— 

— 

Agricultural  seeds 

— 

4,533 

— 

Miscellaneous 

7,504 

48,279 

28,251 

Totals 

796,104 

971,227 

1,072,169 

Belgium. 

Denmark. 

Faroes. 

Finland. 

France. 

Germany. 

Holland. 

Iceland. 

Norway. 

Poland. 

Portugal. 

Russia. 

Spain. 

Sweden. 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

Antwerp,  Ghent. 

Esbjerg,  Frederikshavn,  Frederikssund,  Hobro,  Odense, 
Svendborg. 

Thorshavn. 

Abo,  Kaskoe,  Kemi,  Ivotka,  Toppila,  Uleaborg. 

Boulogne,  Brest,  Caen,  Dieppe,  Dunkirk,  Fecamp,  Granville , 
Havre,  Rouen,  St.  Malo,  St.  Nazaire. 

Brake,  Bremen,  Bremerhaven,  Emden,  Hamburg,  Kiel, 
Stettin,  Wilhelmshaven,  Wismar. 

Amsterdam,  Harlingen,  Rotterdam. 

Reykjavik. 

Arendal,  Batsfjord,  Bergen,  Christiansund,  Drammen,  Ham- 
merfest,  Molde,  Oslo,  Stavanger,  Tromso,  Trondhjem. 
Gdynia. 

Lisbon,  Setubal. 

Archangel. 

Cadiz. 

Farosund,  Gothenburg,  Hernosand,  Koping,  Lulea,  Norr- 
koping,  Oskarshamn,  Skelleftea,  Stockholm. 
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Trans- 

migrants 

! i 1 

1 

Certificates  issued 

Landing 

necessary 

for 

adequate 

medical 

examination 

1 i 1 

1 

Suffering 
from  acute 
infectious 
disease 

1 1 1 

1 

Physically 

incapa- 

citated 

1 1 1 

1 

Undesir- 
able for 
medical 

reasons 

1 1 1 

1 

Lunatic 
idiot 
or  M.D. 

1 1 1 

\ 

1 

Number 
subjected 
to  detailed 
examina- 
tion by  the 
Medical 
Inspector 

1 

Number 
Inspected 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector 

341 

t 

341 

TOTAL 

815 

1 

816 

(a)  Total  number  of 
Aliens  lan  ling  at  the 
Port 

(b)  Aliens  refused  per- 
mission to  land  by 
Immigration  Officer 

(c)  Transmigrants 

Total  Aliens  arriving  at 
the  Port 

Total  number  of  Vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  ..  ..  192 

Number  of  Vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  . . 93 
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III.  Water  Supply. 

Water  supplied  by  the  Grimsby,  Cleethorpes  and  District  Water  Board 
is  available  throughout  the  port  area.  Despite  the  change  in  ownership  of 
the  railways,  the  attitude  of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive  remained  the  same,  and  there  was  no  improvement  in 
the  position  following  fairly  exhaustive  investigation  carried  out  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food. 

Commercial  Docks. 

Water  is  supplied  to  shipping  in  the  commercial  docks  by  means  of  water 
boats.  These  water  boats  are  maintained  in  a good  hygienic  condition. 
Samples  of  water  are  taken  at  monthly  intervals  by  this  Authority  from 
the  tanks  and  delivery  hosepipes  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
On  the  few  occasions  when  the  samples  have  proved  unsatisfactory,  repre- 
sentation to  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  has  resulted  in 
immediate  attention  being  given  to  the  matter. 

The  scheme  for  the  installation  of  fresh  water  hydrants  throughout  the 
commercial  docks  has  made  considerable  headway  during  the  year  and  work 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Royal  Dock  has  been  completed.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  installation  of  hydrants  on  the  west  side  of  the  Royal  Dock  will  be 
completed  during  1950  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive  will  then  be  able  to  dispense  with  the  water  boats.  It  is  considered 
that  this  will  constitute  a decided  step  in  the  right  direction  as  however  efficiently 
the  water  boats  may  deliver  water  to  shipping,  delivery  direct  from  the  hydrants 
is  certainly  the  more  hygienic  method. 

Fish  Docks  and  District. 

An  adequate  supply  of  fresh  water  is  available  at  all  berths  in  the  Fish 
Docks  from  hydrants  situated  on  the  quaysides.  The  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive  has  given  approval  for  the  renewal  of  the  water  main 
between  Weelsby  Street  and  No.  3 Fish  Dock.  The  proposed  new  main  will 
be  of  greater  bore  than  the  existing  main  and  this  should  result  in  a much 
improved  water  supply  to  the  main  fish  processing  and  other  factories  situated 
in  the  vicinity  of-No.  3 Fish  Dock. 

Fish  Market. 

On  the  fish  market  the  water  supply  for  cleansing  purposes  is  obtained  by 
gravitation  from  the  30,000  gallon  tank  in  the  dock  tower.  This  water  is 
pumped  to  the  dock  tower  from  the  Alexandra  Dock  and  an  efficient  chlori- 
nation plant  ensures  freedom  from  contamination.  The  number  of  delivery 
points  on  the  market  is  sufficient  and  the  supply  appears  to  be  adequate  for 
all  purposes  except  the  box  washing  machines  which  must  depend  on  raw 
dock  water  for  their  main  supply,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a different  system  of 
box  washing  will  be  inaugurated  during  1950. 

Water  Act,  1945. 

During  the  year  Regulations  made  under  this  Act  became  operative, 
and  North  Lincolnshire  was  declared  an  area  in  which  permission  to  sink 
water  bores  had  to  be  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  A number  of 
these  applications  were  granted  following  two  local  enquiries,  but  it  soon 
became  obvious,  despite  the  divergence  of  opinion  among  the  geological 
experts,  that  the  fall  in  the  water  level  which  had  occurred  in  other  areas, 
would  have  'to  be  guarded  against  in  this  area  ; otherwise  some  of  the  wells 
nearest  to  the  Humber  Estuary  would  become  relatively  unsatisfactory, 
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IV.  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  and  1945. 

The  information  under  these  Regulations  is  as  described  in  inv  Annual 
Report  for  1946,  with  the  exception  of  the  table  in  paragraph  10  relating  to 
the  particulars  of  the  examination  and  treatment  of  seamen  at  the  Grimsby 
Venereal  Disease  Clinic,  Queen  Street. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
1949  : — 


British 

Seamen 

Foreign 

Seamen 

Total 

Found  to  be  suffering  with  : — 

(a)  Syphilis 

18 

67 

85 

(b)  Gonorrhoea 

34 

137 

171 

(c)  Chancroid 

— 

— 

— 

Found  not  to  be  suffering  from  V.D. 

53 

85 

138 

Total  number  of  patients  examined  . . 

105 

289 

394 

Total  number  of  attendances  . . 

158 

567 

725 

Form  V.  44(R)  (Seamen’s  Transfer  Card)  was  issued  to  all  seamen  in  cases 
where  continued  treatment,  tests,  or  observation  was  considered  necessary. 

Information  about  the  location  of  the  Clinic  in  Queen  Street  was  placed  on 
board  vessels  from  other  ports  by  the  inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties. 


Table  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Number  of  cases  during 

Average  No. 

the  year 

Number  of 

of  cases  for 

Disease. 

vessels  concerned 

previous 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

5 years. 

Chicken  Pox 



1 

1 

0.2 

Scabies 

1 

1 

2.6 

Table  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage  hut  disposed 
of  prior  to  arrival.  NIL. 

During  the  year,  no  case  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox 
or  Typhus  occurred,  and  no  plague  infected  rats  were  discovered. 

Responsibility  for  the  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of 
infectious  disease  from  ships  and  of  sea-borne  smallpox  passed  on  the  appointed 
day  (5th  July,  1948)  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  from  the  Grimsby 
Corporation  to  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board,  acting  through  the 
agency  of  the  Grimsby  Hospitals  Management  Committee. 
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V.  Measures  Against  Rodents. 

The  various  measures  taken  by  this  Authority  against  rodents  are  as 
described  in  paragraphs  1 to  5 of  my  Annual  Report  for  1946. 

Merchant  Vessels. 

The  improvement  in  the  situation  regarding  the  number  of  rats  on  board 
vessels  visiting  Grimsby  was  maintained  during  the  year  and  it  does  not  seem 
unduly  optimistic  to  assume  that  the  heavily  infested  vessel  will  continue 
to  be  a rare  occurrence. 

Each  vessel  requiring  renewal  of  the  Deratisation  or  Deratisation  Exemption 
Certificate  was  subjected  to  a comprehensive  inspection  and  the  fact  that  in 
only  4%  of  the  vessels  inspected  was  it  found  necessary  to  order  fumigation 
can  be  accepted  as  a measure  of  the.  improvement  that  lias  taken  place  during 
recent  years.  Investigation  into  the  reasons  for  this  pronounced  freedom  from 
rat  infestation  tends  to  indicate  that  much  greater  care  is  being  taken  by 
responsible  persons  on  board  to  secure  the  maintenance  of  their  vessels  in  a 
rat  free  condition. 

Fishing  Vessels. 

A maintained  improvement  in  the  rat  infestation  of  fishing  vessels  can 
also  be  recorded  and  it  is  specially  pleasing  to  note  that  many  trawler  owning 
concerns  appear  to  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  prevention  is  better 
than  cure  as  far  as  rat  infestation  is  concerned.  The  complete  elimination 
of  rats  from  fishing  vessels  is  no  longer  regarded  as  an  impossibility  and  the 
rat  population  is  being  slowly  but  surely  reduced. 

The  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  inspectors  and  ratcatcher  of  this 
Authority  are  always  at  the  service  of  the  trawler  owners  and  in  most  cases 
a comprehensive  system  of  co-operation  contributes  largely  to  the  success  of 
any  anti-rat  measures  adopted. 

On  several  occasions  the  disinfestation  of  fishing  vessels  has  been  success- 
fully undertaken  by  this  Authority  but  in  such  cases  it  is  insisted  that  the 
infested  vessel  be  made  available  to  the  ratcatcher  for  a period  of  not  less 
than  five  consecutive  days,  as  prebaiting  and  poisoning  is  the  method  of 
disinfestation  most  frequently  used.  The  laying  of  poison  during  the  normal 
48  hour  stay  of  the  trawler  in  port  merely  results  in  the  rats  becoming  poison 
shy  and  obtains  no  useful  result. 

In  several  instances  during  the  year  the  poison  ANTU  was  used  and  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  results  in  these  cases  were  uniformly  success- 
ful, a 100%  kill  usually  resulting.  Application  for  a supply  of  the  American 
poison  “ 1080  ” (sodium  fluoro-acetate)  has  thus  far  proved  unsuccessful  and 
it  seems  we  will  have  to  wait  until  this  poison  is  manufactured  in  Britain 
before  we  can  hope  to  benefit  by  its  efficiency. 

Generally  speaking,  the  situation  in  respect  of  the  rat  infestation  of 
Grimsby  fishing  vessels  may  be  described  as  “well  in  hand’’  and  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  reason  why  the  complete  expulsion  of  this  pest  should 
not  be  achieved. 

District. 

Periodical  routine  inspection  of  all  premises  within  the  port  area  is  carried 
out  by  the  Authority’s  ratcatcher  and  energetic  action  taken,  where  necessary. 
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Some  slight  increase  in  the  rat  population  has  been  noticeable  during  the 
autumn  months  but  at  no  time  was  there  any  danger  of  the  situation  getting 
out  of  hand.  During  the  year  a notable  feature  has  been  the  successful  co- 
operation between  the  ratcatchers  of  this  Authority  and  the  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive.  This  has  meant  that  any  large  scale  treatment  of 
premises  by  the  Port  Health  ratcatcher  could  be  timed  to  coincide  with  similar 
treatment  of  surrounding  railway  property,  thus  ensuring  maximum  efficiency. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  agreement  with  occupiers 
of  premises  in  the  matter  of  paying  for  the  services  of  the  Port  Health  rat- 
catcher. 

Three  cases  of  Weil’s  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

District — Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

556  inspections  and  498  re-inspections  were  made  in  connection  with 
rodent  control  in  premises  and  the  following  work  was  completed  : — 
Premises  deratised  . . . . . . 164 

Premises  rat-proofed  . . . . . . 30 

Rat  harbourage  removed  . . . . 79 

Rats  Destroyed  During  the  Year. 


Table  E. 

(1)  On  Vessels. 


Total 

Number  of 

in 

Rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

Year 

Black  . . 

22 

36 

— ; 

4 

4 

— 

— 

25 

— 

17 

59 

— 

167 

Species  not 

recorded 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70 

— 

— 

70 

Examined 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

9 

Infected  with 

plague 

Table  F. 

(2) 

In  Docks, 

Quays, 

Wharves 

and 

Warehouses. 

Total 

Number  of 

in 

Rats. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Year 

Black  . . 













90 

125 









215 

Brown 

420 

600 

735 

310 

835 

525 

370 

435 

565 

290 

415 

305 

5,805 

Species  not 

recorded 

Examined 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

— 

16 

Infected  with 

plague 

In  Table  F,  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  rats  caught  include  the 
return  rendered  to  this  Authority  by  the  ratcatcher  employed  by  the  Docks 
and  Inland  Waterways  Executive,  Humber  Ports, 


Rats  examined  for  Plague  or  other  Diseases. 

During  the  year,  9 black  and  16  brown  rats  were  submitted  for  exam- 
ination. The  report  from  the  Bacteriologist  was  in  all  cases  as  follows  : — 

“ Post  Mortem  examination  of  these  rats  revealed  no  evidence  of  infection 
with  B.  Pestis  or  other  diseases.” 


Table  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ Infected  ” or  “ Suspected  ” Vessels 
or  I ’essels  from  plague  infected  forts  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  year. 

NIL. 


Table  H. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  issued 
during  the  year. 


Net  Tonnage 

i 

No.  of 
Ships 

2 

No.  of  Deratisation  Certificates  issued. 

Number 
of  Derat- 
isation 
Exempt. 

Cer- 

tificates 

issued 

8 

Total 

Cer- 

tificates 

issued 

9 

After  fumigation  with 

After 
trapping 
poison- 
ing, etc. 

6 

Total 

7 

H.C.N. 

J 

Sulphur 

4 

H.C.N,  & 
Sulphur 
5 

Ships  up  to  300  tons  . . 

26 

1 

i 

25 

26 

,,  from  301  tons  to  1 ,000  tons 

23 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

22 

23 

„ 1,001  ,,  3,000  „ 

5 

— 



— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

,,  3,001  ,,  10,000  ,, 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  over  10,000  tons  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

- j! 

— 

Totals  . . 

54 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

52 

54 

VI.  Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 
Table  J. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of 
Vessel 

Number 
inspected 
during  the  year 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
defects  through 
wear  and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin, 
and  other  con- 
ditions preju- 
dicial to  health 

British 

1,270 

2 

120 

229 

Other  Nations 

514 

— 

5 

8 

14 


Details  of  defective  conditions  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied  on 
shipping  entering  the  port  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


DEFECTIVE  CONDITIONS 

AND  NUISANCES 

STEA 

MERS 

TRAWLERS 

r 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

DEFECTS  OF  ORIGINAL 
CONSTRUCTION. 

Inadequate  : — 

Artificial  lighting 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ventilation 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Not  Provided  : — 

Food  storage 

STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS  THROUGH 

1 

2 

WEAR  AND  TEAR. 

Defective. : — 

3 

Artificial  lighting 

4 

4 

1 

Bunks 

12 

12 

3 

3 

Companion  ladders  . . 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Decks 

1 

4 

52 

49 

Decklights 

— 

— 

11 

13 

Doors  . . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Floors 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Heating  facilities 

2 

2 

— 

1 

i Lockers — Clothes 

13 

13 

2 

Food 

17 

17 

16 

16 

Seat 

1 

1 

— IS 

Portframes 

2 

6 

3 

3 

Portlights 

27 

33 

4 

4 

Seats 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Sideplates 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Skylights 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Slop  sinks 

1 

1 

— 

17 

Stoves 

4 

5 

17 

Stove  chimneys 

4 

4 

17 

21 

Tables 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Ventilators 

6 

6 

3 

3 

Washing  facilities 

6 

6 

— 

— 

; Water — service  pipes 

— 

— 

1 

1 

tanks 

— 

— 

3 

2 

pumps 

1 

1 

1 

— 

W.C. — Complete 



3 

— 

— 

Basins . . 

3 

3 

12 

8 

Connections  . . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Seats  . . 

— 

— 

5 

5 

( Soil  Pipes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Waste  pipes 

: DIRT,  VERMIN  AND  OTHER  CON- 

1 

1 

D TTIO NS  PREJUDICIAL  TO 

HEALTH. 

- 

Dirty  : — 

63 

Beds  . . 

— 

— 

63 

Bunks 

119 

119 

1036 

1008 

Cooking  utensils 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Drying  rooms 

— 

— 

1 

1 f 

Galleys 

10 

11 

53 

52 

Lockers — Clothes 

123 

123 

256 

247 

Food 

95 

104 

286 

319 

Seat  . . . . • 

73 

74 

65 

108 

Store 

— 



5* 

2 

j Transom  . . 

— 

— 

16 

13 

Messrooms  . . . . . «. 

23 

24 

7 

5 

Quarters 

23 

25 

83 

79 

Storerooms 

5 

6 

52 

36 

Sanitary  accommodation 

31 

33 

41 

39 

15 


DEFECTIVE  CONDITIONS 

AND  NUISANCES 

STEAI 

VIERS 

TRAW 

'LERS 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Dirty  : — 

Wash  houses 

26 

30 

1 

1 

Water  tanks  . . 

14 

14 

51 

46 

W.C.  Pans 

1 

1 

60 

51 

Verminous  : — 

Beds 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Flour  Lockers 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Galleys 

1 

1 

5 

4 

Pantries 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Quarters 

5 

5 

5 

4 

Other  Nuisances 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Rat  : — 

Infestations  . . 

2 

1 

29 

23 

Runs 

2 

— 

31 

28 

Harbourage  . . 

2 

2 

24 

22 

Crew  Accommodation. 

Merchant  Vessels. 

The  general  improvement  in  the  living  accommodation  in  merchant 
vessels  has  been  commented  upon  in  all  my  post-war  reports  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  be  able  to  record  that  the  improvement  was  maintained  during  the  year 
under  review.  The  marked  increase  in  the  proportion  of  new  tonnage  as 
compared  with  the  old,  is  probably  the  factor  which  has  contributed  most  to 
improving  the  crew  accommodation  but  a notable  feature  which  applies 
equally  to  old  and  new  vessels  is  the  almost  complete  absence  of  insect  vermin 

Broadly  speaking,  the  crew  accommodation  in  the  type  of  vessel  forming 
the  greater  part  of  the  tonnage  entering  the  port  of  Grimsby,  is  unsatisfactory 
according  to  present  day  standards.  The  shortcomings  of  the  accommodation 
in  the  older  vessels  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  a comparison  with  the  accommo- 
dation in  post-war  tonnage.  Although  it  is  occasionally  found  possible  to 
secure  major  improvements  in  the  accommodation  in  old  vessels,  it  seems  that 
the  only  way  in  which  the  situation  can  be  improved  to  any  appreciable  extent 
is  by  the  gradual  replacement  of  the  older  vessels  by  new  tonnage.  In  the 
meantime,  everything  possible  is  being  done  to  secure  the  remedying  of  defects 
noted  in  vessels  visiting  Grimsby  and  to  secure  the  maintenance  of  the 
accommodation  in  new  vessels  in  a condition  as  satisfactory  as  when  new. 

Fishing  Vessels. 

During  the  year  several  notable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Grimsby 
fleet  of  distant  water  trawlers  and  all  these  vessels  are  excellent  examples  of 
imaginative  planning,  with  the  crew  accommodation  attaining  a very  high 
standard  in  comfort  and  hygiene.  Refrigerators,  central  heating,  mechanical 
ventilation  and  a constant  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  are  among  the  amenities 
provided  in  the  majority  of  these  vessels. 

It  will  be  evident  that  no  expense  has  been  spared  in  fitting  out  the  crew 
accommodation  in  new  trawlers  and  this  renders  one  point  all  the  more  remark- 
able; in  many  cases  these  vessels  are  being  fitted  with  water  closets  of  the 
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short  hopper  type,  constructed  of  glazed  metal.  These  W.C.’s  are  easily 
fouled,  difficult  to  maintain  in  a clean  condition  and  generally  are  not  nearly 
as  satisfactory  from  the  viewpoint  of  hygiene  as  the  glazed  earthenware 
type. 

The  question  of  whether  the  divided  forecastle  consisting  of  two  or  more 
compartments,  is  preferable  to  the  large  common  forecastle  remains  undecided. 
It  is  probable  that  having  regard  to  the  limited  space  available,  the  most 
satisfactory  type  of  accommodation  consists  of  a compromise  between  the 
common  and  the  divided  forecastle.  One  large  Grimsby  firm  of  trawler 
owners  have  adopted  this  policy  in  respect  of  their  new  tonnage  and  the 
accommodation  in  these  vessels  provides  an  interesting  study.  The  forward 
accommodation  consists  of  one  large  forecastle  under  the  whaleback  but 
provision  is  only  made  for  a maximum  of  twelve  men,  the  remainder  of  the 
deckhands  being  accommodated  aft.  The  result  of  this  arrangement  is  that 
twelve  men  are  housed  in  a large  airy  compartment  in  which  ample  amenities 
are  provided,  without  the  possibility^  of  the  men  feeling  overcrowded. 

There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  this  lay-out  and  it  is  considered  that 
many  of  the  objections  which  can  normally  be  directed  against  the  large  common 
forecastle  could  be  eliminated  by  fixing  the  maximum  number  of  men  that 
may  be  accommodated  in  one  compartment,  having  due  regard  to  the  type 
and  dimensions  of  the  vessel  under  consideration. 

The  near  water  trawler  remains  the  problem  vessel  as  far  as  crew  accommo- 
dation is  concerned  but  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  even  in  the  case  of  these 
vessels  a greatly  increased  interest  is  being  displayed  in  the  maintenance  of 
as  good  a standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  as  possible. 

Not  one  instance  of  bed-bugs  or  body  lice  has  been  noted  during  the  year 
and  it  can  be  claimed  that  a few  cockroaches  are  now  the  only  form  of  insect 
vermin  remaining  in  Grimsby  fishing  vessels. 


Inspection  of  Canal  Boats. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  X and  The  Canal  Boats  Regulations,  1878. 

252  canal  boats  entered  the  port  during  the  year  and  31  inspections 
were  carried  out.  The  following  defects  and  contraventions  of  the  Act  and 
Regulations  were  found  and  remedied  : — 


DEFECTIVE  CONDITIONS  AND  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Found 

Remedied 

Registration  Certificates  not  on  board 

6 

5 

Registration  Marks  and  Numbers  not  clearly  shown 

5 

5 

Cabins  requiring  repainting 

4 

2 

Cabins  in  defective  condition  . . 

2 

— 

Cabins  in  dirty  condition 

i 

— 

Registration  Certificate  not  identifying  owner  with  boat  . . 

i 

i 

Water  tanks  of  insufficient  capacity  . . 

2 

— 

Canal  boats  trading  to  Grimsby  are  usually  registered  with  one  of  the 
following  Registration  Authorities  : — Hull,  Goole,  York,  Nottingham  or  Leeds. 
Trade  is  confined  chiefly  to  places  on  the  Rivers  Humber  and  Trent. 
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Generally  speaking,  the  crew  accommodation  on  board  the  canal  boats 
using  the  port  of  Grimsby  is  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  the 
defects  noted  are  usually  remedied  by  the  service  of  informal  notices.  During 
the  year,  nine  formal  notices  have  been  served  on  owners  in  respect  of  defects 
and  contraventions  on  canal  boats,  and  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  any  of  the  canal  boats. 


VII.  Food  Inspection. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937-1948. 
Inspection  of  Fish. 

The  amount  of  fish  landed  from  fishing  vessels  at  the  Grimsby  fish  market 
during  the  year  was  256,835  tons,  representing  a value  of  £11,480,117.  In 
addition,  23,605  tons  of  fish,  imported  from  other  countries,  was  landed  at 
the  commercial  docks. 

All  fish  landed  was  subjected  to  routine  inspection  by  the  Food  Inspectors, 
and  the  quantities  and  descriptions  of  fish  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consum- 
ption were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Fish 

Weight 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Stns. 

Cod 

4,737 

12 

0 

1 

Haddock 

1,583 

19 

2 

1 

Coalfish 

358 

12 

3 

0 

Catfish 

342 

15 

3 

1 

Mackerel 

86 

17 

2 

0 

Dabs 

39 

6 

3 

1 

Herrings 

31 

13 

3 

1 

Norway  Haddock 

30 

19 

2 

0 

Plaice 

30 

16 

3 

0 

Whiting 

26 

8 

0 

0 

Roes 

12 

13 

1 

1 

Skate  . . 

7 

3 

1 

0 

Dogfish 

5 

14 

2 

1 

Hake  . . 

2 

18 

1 

0 

Witches 

2 

17 

2 

0 

Gurnards 

1 

15 

0 

0 

Tusk  . . 

1 

11 

1 

1 

Halibut 

1 

8 

3 

1 

Ling 

1 

3 

3 

0 

Lemon  Soles  . . 

1 

0 

2 

1 

Monkfish 

2 

2 

0 

Mullet 

2 

0 

1 

Soles 

1 

Total 

7,307 

14 

1 

0 

The  above  total  involved  a loss  in  value  of  approximately  £350,000. 
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inspection  of  Other  Foodstuffs. 

The  undermentioned  quantities  of  other  foodstuffs  were  landed  at  the 
commercial  docks  during  the  year,  and  routine  inspection  was  carried  out 
under  the  above  Regulations  : — 


Butter 

. . 14,639  tons. 

Bacon 

. . 12,530  „ 

Eggs 

. . 8,091  „ 

Offal 

..  2,007  „ 

Conserves 

..  1,002  „ 

Milk 

951  „ 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

395  „ 

Meat  products 

115  „ 

Beaver  Meat 

6 „ 

Miscellaneous 

25  „ 

Total 

. . 39,761  tons. 

Details  of  these  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  were 
as  follows 


Type  of  Food 

Weig 

tit 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Stns. 

Cows  udders  . . 

10 

3 

0 

Pigs  feet 

10 

0 

0 

Pigs  maws 

2 

3 

1 

Tinned  cod  roes 

1 

Total 

1 

3 

3 

0 

i9 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Inspection  of  Fish. 

Details  of  fish  condemned  ex  rail,  fish  merchants  and  other  sources  during 
the  vear  under  the  above  mentioned  Act  were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Fish 

Weight 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Stns. 

Cod  

29 

3 

0 

0 

Whiting 

28 

6 

3 

0 

Mackerel 

25 

16 

2 

0 

Haddock 

15 

17 

1 

1 

Herrings 

13 

19 

1 

1 

Dogfish  .j 

6 

9 

0 

0 

Skate 

5 

16 

2 

0 

Coalfish 

5 

0 

0 

1 

Prawns 

4 

5 

2 

1 

Witches 

3 

0 

3 

1 

Sprats 

2 

19 

3 

0 

Plaice 

2 

16 

3 

0 

Catfish 

2 

10 

2 

0 

Halibut 

2 

2 

1 

0 

Cured  Fish 

1 

17 

0 

1 

Dabs 

18 

2 

0 

Megrims 

18 

0 

0 

Lemon  Soles  . . 

17 

1 

0 

Hake 

15 

1 

0 

Roes 

13 

3 

1 

Norway  Haddock 

11 

0 

1 

Gurnards 

4 

1 

1 

Tusk  . 

4 

1 

1 

Shrimps 

3 

1 

1 

Soles 

2 

3 

1 

Ling  

2 

2 

0 

Brill  

2 

2 

0 

Turbot 

2 

0 

1 

Salmon 

1 

1 

0 

Mock  Halibut 

3 

0 

Trout 

2 

0 

Crayfish  Tails 

1 

1 

Bream 

1 

1 

Lobsters 

1 

0 

Total 

156 

1 

0 

1 

Inspection  of  Other  Foodstuffs. 

The  quantities  and  descriptions  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned  during 
the  year  under  the  above  Act  were  as  follows  : — - 


Weig 

ht 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Stns. 

Fish  cakes 

1 

3 

0 

Beef 

1 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream  . 

1 

0 

0 

Mutton 

3 

1 

Whalemeat 

2 

0 

Bacon  . 

1 

1 

Sausage  . . . . , . 

1 

0 

Liver  . . 

1 

'Total 

6 

1 

0 
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Disposal  of  Condemned,  Food. 

All  fish  condemned  by  this  Authority  was  disposed  of  to  the  Fish  Meal 
Works.  Other  condemned  foodstuffs  were  either  destroyed  or  sent  for  con- 
version to  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1948. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  dehydrated  fruit  pulp  were  submitted  for 
analysis  under  the  above  Regulations.  The  Analyst  reported  that  all  these 
samples  were  free  from  preservatives. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these  Regu- 
lations during  the  year. 

Shell-Fish. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority. 

Sampling  of  Food. 

Details  of  samples  of  food  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical or  chemical  examination  were  as  follows  : — 

Nature  of  Sample.  Reason  for  Examination.  Result  of  Examination. 

(a)  Bacteriologist. 

NIL. 

(b)  Analyst. 

Dehydrated  Fruit  Pulp  Preservatives  Free  from  preservatives. 


Fish  Inspection. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  upward  trend  in  the  proportion  of 
fish  condemned  on  the  Grimsby  fish  market  during  recent  years  : — 


At  the  close  of  the  year  1948  it  was  considered  a certainty  that  the  quality 
of  the  fish  landed  during  the  year  1949  would  show  a decided  improvement 
over  previous  years  and  it  was  confidently  anticipated  that  such  improvement 
would  be  reflected  by  an  appreciable  lowering  in  the  amount  of  fish  condemned 
during  the  year. 

That  such  an  optimistic  forecast  was  quite  unjustified  is  fully  demon- 
strated by  the  1949  figures.  The  amount  of  fish  condemned  rose  from  4,583 
tons  for  1948  to  7,307  tons  for  1949,  representing  an  increase  in  the  proportion 
of  fish  condemned  of  from  1.90%  to  2.84%  of  the  total  fish  landed. 
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It  is  impossible  to  attribute  this  deplorable  falling  off  in  quality  to  any 
one  cause  but  an  exhaustive  examination  of  the  existing  situation  clearly 
illustrates  that  the  various  factors  which  may  be  accepted  as  being  conducive 
to  the  landing  of  poor  quality  fish  have  one  point  in  common  ; they  all  tend 
to  accent  quantity  at  the  expense  of  quality. 

Within  the  fishing  industry,  the  deterioration  in  fish  quality  is  freely 
acknowledged  and,  generally  speaking,  the  entire  blame  is  laid  at  the  door  of 
controlled  prices.  The  industry  confidently  predicts  that  the  lifting  of  con- 
trols will  mark  the  beginning  of  a general  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the 
fish  landed. 

During  the  lifetime  of  controls,  the  lack  of  incentive  to  the  landing  of 
good  quality  fish  has  been  very  freely  commented  upon.  In  effect  it  has  been 
contended  that  as  poor  quality  fish  sold  at  the  same  price  as  good  quality  fish, 
fish  has  been  bulked  in  the  trawler  fish  rooms  to  enable  a greater  weight  of 
fish  to  be  landed,  notwithstanding  the  obvious  effect  on  the  quality  of  the 
fish.  Apparently  the  deterioration  in  quality  due  to  bulking  and  to  the 
greater  length  of  voyage  was  only  of  secondary  importance,  the  chief  objective 
being  to  land  as  great  a weight  of  fish  as  possible. 

At  any  rate,  it  is  certain  that  wholesale  condemnations  have  not  acted 
as  a deterrent  to  the  landing  of  bad  quality  fish.  It  appears  that  the  loss 
involved  in  condemnations  is  too  intangible  to  affect  the  trade  as  a whole 
and  it  is  claimed  by  the  industry  that  the  only  real  incentive  is  in  allowing  the 
fish  to  sell  at  a price  in  accordance  with  its  quality. 

The  tendency  to  emphasise  the  importance  of  quantity  at  the  expense 
of  quality  during  the  last  few  years  has  probably  resulted  in  a general  all- 
round lowering  in  the  standard  of  treatment  accorded  to  fish,  both  in  the 
trawler  and  during  processing.  Controlled  prices  and  the  persistence  of  a 
sellers’  market  are  the  features  which  have  contributed  most  to  this  unsatis- 
factory state  of  affairs  but  it  should  not  be  supposed  that  the  mere  lifting  of 
controls  will  immediately  result  in  the  desired  end  being  achieved  and  pre- 
war standards  being  regained.  It  is  considered  that  the  process  of  returning 
to  pre-war  standards  will  be  slow  and  laborious. 

During  the  year  a high  standard  has  been  maintained  in  the  inspection 
of  fish.  In  Grimsby  only  two  kinds  of  fish  are  recognised  by  the  inspectors, 
good  fish  and  bad  fish,  and  no  intermediate  categories  are  permitted.  The 
“sorting”  of  mixed  quality  fish  seems  to  be  the  only  method  of  dealing  with 
this  problem,  the  magnitude  of  which  may  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  no  less 
a quantity  than  10,328  tons  of  fish  were  “sorted”  during  the  year,  on  the 
instructions  of  the  inspectors. 

It  is  certain  that  these  “sorting”  operations  yielded  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  condemned  fish  for  the  year  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the 
quantity  of  fish  condemned  would  have  been  considerably  less  if  such  categories 
as  “For  Curing  Only”  or  “For  Salting  Only”  had  been  permitted. 

“Sorting”  is  not  considered  to  be  the  ideal  solution  to  the  problem  of 
mixed  quality  fish  but  it  is  thought  to  provide  a much  more  satisfactory  means 
for  dealing  with  mixed  quality  fish  than  merely  designating  it  as  being  fit  only 
for  immediate  curing  or  salting.  “Sorting”  is  not  popular  with  the  trawler 
owners  but  this  cannot  be  accepted  as  indicating  the  inefficiency  of  the  pro- 
cedure. 


I lie  only  real  solution  to  the  whole  problem  lies  in  the  landing  of  better 
quality  fish  and  it  now  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  lifting  of  controls  will  have 
the  effect  on  fish  quality  that  is  so  confidently  predicted  by  the  industry 
generally. 


Quick  Freezing  of  Fish. 

Approximately  five  thousand  tons  of  quick  frozen  fish  were  produced 
in  Grimsby  during  1949,  representing  a weight  of  about  ten  thousand  tons  of 
whole  wet  fish.  It  is  probable  that  the  port  is  now  approaching  saturation 
point  as  far  as  the  installation  of  quick  freezing  equipment  is  concerned  but 
these  figures  serve  to  illustrate  the  progress  that  has  been  made  by  this  com- 
paratively new  section  of  the  fishing  industry. 

During  the  last  few  months  there  has  been  a distinct  falling  off  in  the 
public  demand  for  fish  and  frozen  fish  has  not  escaped,  although  it  is  claimed 
that  the  lessening  in  demand  has  not  been  as  marked  with  quick  frozen  fish 
as  with  ordinary  wet  fish. 

Some  quick  frozen  fish  has  been  exported  to  Western  European  countries 
although  it  appears  that  currency  controls  are  something  of  a deterrent  to 
the  enlarging  of  this  trade. 


District— Sanitary  Conditions. 


Road  Surfaces. 

A great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  concerning  the  necessity  for 
securing  a better  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  processing  and  general  treatment 
of  fish  but  in  no  aspect  of  the  existing  situation  is  this  improvement  more 
necessary  than  in  the  case  of  the  roads  in  the  older  parts  of  the  Fish  Docks. 
The  surface  of  some  of  these  roads  is  so  bad  that  it  seems  a direct  contradiction 
of  the  most  elementary  principles  of  hygiene  that  such  roads  should  serve 
premises  wherein  the  preparation  of  food  is  the  chief  activity. 

Representations  to  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  have 
proved  completely  unproductive  and  it  seems  that  no  improvement  can  be 
expected  in  the  near  future.  The  advisability  of  taking  the  matter  up  at  the 
highest  possible  level  will  ultimately  have  to  be  considered.  So  far  as  Grimsby 
is  concerned,  insufficient  finance  is  allowed  to  the  port  authorities  by  the 
Executive  to  get  the  roads  into  a satisfactory  state. 

Drainage. 

The  work  of  providing  inspection  chambers  at  the  most  troublesome 
sewer  bends  and  junctions  has  been  continued  and  is  already  proving  well 
worth  the  trouble  and  expense. 

In  many  of  the  older  fish  processing  premises  the  drains  are  connected 
directly  with  the  sewer,  an  arrangement  which  renders  the  clearing  of  a blocked 
drain  a matter  of  great  difficulty.  Advantage  is  being  taken  of  ever}/  possible 
opportunity  to  insist  on  the  provision  of  intercepting  chambers.  In  most 
of  the  new  fish  processing  premises  multiple  screened  manholes  are  a feature 
of  the  drainage. 
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Public  Conveniences. 

Within  the  dock  area,  public  conveniences  of  insanitary  design  are  steadily 
being  replaced  by  modern  structures  containing  adequate  water  closet  and 
urinal  accommodation. 

Of  the  conveniences  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  commercial 
docks  only  those  on  the  east  side  of  the  Royal  Dock  remain  to  be  modernised 
and  it  is  understood  that  this  work  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Docks 
and  Inland  Waterways  Executive. 

The  re-siting  of  the  Cross  Street  convenience  is  a feature  of  the  develop- 
ment plan  for  the  Hutton  Road  area  but  it  seems  unlikely  that  such  re-siting 
will  assist  to  any  great  extent  the  real  need  for  additional  sanitary  accommo- 
dation to  serve  the  Henderson,  Chapman,  Doughty  and  Mel'nuish  jetties. 

Fish  Processing  Premises. 

In  the  older  part  of  the  Fish  Docks  a large  proportion  of  the  fish  processing- 
premises  possess  many  unsatisfactory  features  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  erection  of  new  premises  for  fish  processing  and  ancillary  trades  in  the 
vicinity  of  No.  3 Fish  Dock  has  not  resulted  in  any  lessening  in  the  demand 
for  the  older  premises.  As  soon  as  a firm  of  fish  merchants  prepare  to  move 
to  more  up-to-date  premises  they  are  immediately  inundated  with  applications 
for  the  tenancy  of  the  premises  which  are  to  be  vacated. 

As  long  as  this  state  of  affairs  persists  there  seems  to  be  little  hope  of 
securing  any  marked  improvement  by  the  utilising  of  unsatisfactory  premises 
for  purposes  other  than  fish  processing.  When  the  building  of  new  premises 
was  first  commenced  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  it  was  hoped  that  a gradual 
exodus  would  take  place  from  the  older  premises  but  time  and  events  have 
shown  that  such  a hope  was  quite  unjustified. 

Factories. 

Very  satisfactory  liaison  continues  between  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
and  the  staff  of  this  Authority,  with  the  result  that  any  difficulty  in  the  admini- 
stration of  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  is  reduced  to 
a minimum. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 
Particulars  of  Inspections  and  Defects  found  and  remedied  during  1949. 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

104 

356 

29 

_ 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7 applies  : — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Au- 
thorities (Transfer  of  En- 
forcement) Order  1938 

165 

160 

4 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(«i) 

Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

269 

516 

33 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

in 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

which  pro- 
secutions 
were  ' 

instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

85 

74 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

13 

15 

— 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

15 

15 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Homework) 

46 

62 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

164 

169 

Nil 

3 

Nil 
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Offensive  Trades. 

Fish  curing  and  the  manufacture  of  fish  meal  and  cod  liver  oil  are  the 
scheduled  offensive  trades  carried  on  within  the  port  area.  The  premises 
concerned  have  been  kept  under  constant  supervision  by  the  port  health  staff 
and  have  not  been  the  subject  of  any  complaints. 

The  collection  of  fish  offal  from  the  market  and  fish  processing  premises 
necessitates  the  use  of  a great  number  of  metal  containers.  These  containers 
are  smooth,  galvanised  steel  drums,  open  at  one  end  and  having  a capacity 
of  about  thirty  stones.  It  is  a most  difficult  matter  to  maintain  these  con- 
tainers in  a really  clean  condition  and  another  undesirable  aspect  is  the  holes  in 
the  bottom  of  each  container. 

When  a container  is  filled  with  offal  it  is  placed  in  the  roadway  outside 
the  premises  to  await  collection  by  the  Fish  Meal  Company,  and  while  it  is 
standing  there  the  juices  and  other  liquids  are  draining  from  the  container  on 
to  the  surface  of  the  roadway.  Unless  there  happens  to  be  a street  gully  close 
to  the  containers,  this  objectionable  liquid  simply  lies  in  the  roadway  until 
it  is  brushed  or  washed  away  or  until  it  dries. 

The  preparation  of  fish  meal  consists  of  the  extraction  of  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  moisture  from  the  fish  or  fish  offal  and  it  is  obviously  in 
the  interests  of  the  Fish  Meal  Company  to  have  the  offal  delivered  at  the  factory 
only  after  it  has  been  subjected  to  a preliminary  draining  off  process,  hence 
the  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the  containers.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certainly  not 
in  the  best  interest  of  hygiene  that  the  liquid  should  be  permitted  to  drain  on  to 
the  roadways.  A most  objectionable  appearance  and  offensive  smell  soon 
results,  especially  in  warm  weather  and  innumerable  complaints  have  been 
received  as  a consequence  of  this  practice.  The  question  of  altering  the  con- 
tainers is  being  discussed  with  the  Fish  Meal  Company. 

District — Inspections  and  Re-Inspections. 

During  the  year,  the  following  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  factories 
and  other  premises,  etc.,  were  carried  out  under  the  appropriate  Acts  and 
Regulations  : — 


Inspections. 

Re-Inspectio 

Factories  with  power 

160 

. . 133 

Factories  without  power 

46 

. . 57 

Fish  curing  houses 

130 

. . 189 

Fish  processing  houses 

180 

. . 183 

Workplaces 

38 

..77 

Shops 

18 

..  11 

Public  sanitary  conveniences 

21 

. . 16 

Streets,  drains,  etc. 

16 

. . 22 

Totals  . . 

609 

688 

District— Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

During  the  year,  246  informal  notices  concerning  defects  and  nuisances 
were  served  on  owners  or  occupiers.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any 
legal  proceedings.  The  following  table  shows  the  defects  and  nuisances  found 
and  remedied 


Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

GENERAL 

Defective  : — 

Artificial  lighting 

Repair/Renew 

vS 

5 

Ceilings  . . 

,, 

1 

i 

Doors 

. . 

21 

24 

Floors 

20 

21 

Heating  facilities 

,, 

1 

— ■ 

Road  surfaces 

j f 

3 

4 

Roofs 

17 

17 

Skylights 

,, 

2 

4 

Stairways 

,, 

8 

6 

Walls 

15 

23 

Window  panes  . . 

Reglaze 

135 

111 

Yard  surfaces 

Repair/Relnv 

3 

5 

Window  frames 

Repair/ Renew 

2 

7 

Dirty  : — 

Factories  with  power  . . 

Cleanse  and 

4 

4 

Factories  without  power 

Paint/Limewash 

8 

6 

Fish  curing  houses 

80 

54 

Fish  processing  houses 

20 

21 

Messrooms 

2 

5 

Shop  walls  (internal) 

i 

— 

Stairways 

20 

19 

Storerooms 

11 

9 

Workplaces 

15 

18 

Inadequate  : — 

Artificial  lighting 

Improve 

— 

1 

Heating  facilities 

,, 

2 

2 

Messing  facilities 

,, 

— 

— 

Natural  lighting 

2 

— 

Ventilation 

» 

5 

5 

Not  provided  : — . . 

Artificial  lighting 

Provide 

2 

2 

Food  Storage 

,, 

— 

i 

Heating  facilities 

,, 

i 

2 

Messing  facilities 

,, 

2 

2 

Refuse  storage  . . 

•* 

i 

1 

Miscellaneous  : — 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

Remove 

9 

10 

Other  nuisances 

Abate 

3 

5 

Overcrowding  . . 

» 

2 

— 

DRAINAGE 

Drainage  :■ — - 

i Defective 

Repair/Renew' 

13 

14 

Inadequate 

Improve 

6 

3 

! Not  provided 

Provide 

5 

7 

Choked  : — 

Drains 

Clear 

25 

24 

Eaves  gutters  . . 

,, 

1 

1 

Sewers 

,, 

3 

4 

| Septic  tanks 

,, 

1 

1 

Waste  pipes  , . 

1 
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Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

Defective  : — 

Drain  Ventilators  , . 

Repair/Renew 

1 

1 

Eaves  gutters 

,, 

8 

7 

Floor  Drainage  . . 

,, 

3 

4 

Gullies 

. . 

20 

22 

Inspection  chambers 

,, 

4 

2 

Inspection  chamber  covers 

,, 

4 

2 

Rain  water  pipes 

,, 

13 

9 

Soil  pipes 

,, 

5 

7 

Waste  pipes 

3 

3 

Not  provided  : — 

Fresh  Air  Inlet  . 

Provide 

3 

3 

Floor  drainage  . . 

1 

1 

Gullies 

11 

13 

Gully  covers 

4 

4 

Inspection  chambers 

18 

17 

Inspection  chamber  covers 

5 

8 

Intercepting  traps 

i 

1 

Waste  pipes  / . . 

SANITARY  ACCOM  MOD  ATI 

ON. 

3 

3 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Defective 

Repair/Renew 

3 

6 

Dirty 

Paint/Limewash 

52 

47 

Inadequate 

Increase 

2 

1 

Not  provided 

Provide 

2 

3 

Not  lighted 

Light 

39 

37 

Not  marked  for  sex 

Mark 

8 

8 

No  I.V.  lobby 

Construct 

— 

2 

Not  adequately  ventilated 

Ventilate 

— 

3 

Not  screened 

Screen 

3 

— 

Defective  : — - 

Flushing  cisterns 

Repair/Renew 

9 

11 

Flushing  pipes  . . 

7 

10 

Hot  water  supply 

1 

1 

W.C.  connections 

3 

2 

W.C.  pans 

17 

15 

W.C.  seats 

19 

15 

Wash  basins 

1 

4 

Dirty  : — 

Public  conveniences 

Cleanse  & Paint/Limewash 

14 

9 

Urinals  . . 

6 

6 

Wash  places 

n 

1 

W.C.  pans 

Cleanse 

8 

3 

Not  provided  .■ — • . . 

Hot  water  supplv 

Provide 

5 

6 

Urinals  . . 

— 

3 

Washing  facilities 

10 

5 

Water  supply  pipes 

5 

4 

Water  taps 

2 

— 

W.C.’s  complete 

— 

2 i 

W.C.  flushing  systems 

1 
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Fish  Market — Sanitary  Conditions. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  summer  of  1949  was  unusually  long  and 
dry.  It  is  probable  that  this  abnormal  weather  constituted  a factor  which 
contributed  to  a great  extent  to  causing  the  nuisance  which  was  so  marked 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  south  west  corner  of  No.  2 Fish  Dock  during  the  summer 
months.  The  nuisance  consisted  of  a most  objectionable  smell  which  was 
sufficiently  powerful  to  prompt  the  fish  merchants  who  worked  on  that  part 
of  the  market  to  submit  a written  complaint  to  this  Authority.  The  matter 
was  also  the  subject  of  many  complaints  from  the  occupiers  of  business  premises 
and  dwelling  houses  situated  in  that  part  of  the  town  nearest  to  No.  2 Fish  Dock. 

The  nuisance  was  confined  to  the  part  of  the  dock  used  solely  for  landing 
fish  from  distant  water  trawlers.  The  dock  hereabouts  is  more  or  less  in  the 
nature  of  a cul-de-sac,  a formation  that  results  in  the  water  being  stagnant 
at  that  point.  Innumerable  fish  and  pieces  of  fish  offal  lie  on  the  bottom  of 
the  dock  and  putrefaction  of  this  mass  resulted  in  the  generation  and  emission 
of  gasses  which  gave  off  the  stench  complained  about. 

Apart  from  the  smell,  which  was  so  objectionable,  the  effect  of  the  gasses 
on  the  paintwork  of  trawlers  was  very  noticeable.  The  paintwork  of  vessels 
lying  alongside  the  affected  portion  of  the  market  was  changed  overnight  to 
a leaden  colour,  a change  which  according  to  the  owners,  resulted  in  an 
appreciable  increase  in  the  cost  of  maintenance.  The  increased  Ph  contents 
of  the  water  also  resulted  in  condenser  tubes  of  the  dock  tugs  lasting  for  only 
25%  of  their  normal  life.  The  nuisance  was  much  accentuated  during  the 
early  summer  months  when  the  box  washing  machines  of  the  Grimsby  Exchange 
Ltd.,  using  dock  water  were  being  operated. 

The  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  were  and  are  fully  alive 
to  the  situation  but  a remedy  for  the  trouble  has  still  to  be  found.  To  the 
layman  it  may  seem  that  dredging  is  the  obvious  method  by  which  the  trouble 
could  be  eliminated  but  the  presence  of  discarded  wire  ropes  and  other  rubbish 
on  the  dock  bottom  renders  impracticable  the  use  of  a suction  dredger  or  a 
bucket  dredger.  There  remains  only  the  grab  dredger,  which  does  not  provide 
a very  effective  means  for  skimming  the  surface  from  the  dock  bottom.  This 
type  of  dredging  tends  to  pit  the  bottom  and  its  efficiency  for  dealing  with  the 
problem  in  question  is  doubtful.  Nevertheless  the  grab  dredger  seems  to  be 
the  only  measure  that  can  be  adopted  and  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive  state  that  a grab  dredger  will  be  placed  in  No.  2 Fish  Dock  as  soon 
as  possible. 

It  was  no  compensation  that  similar  difficulties  had  arisen  at  several 
other  ports  owing  to  the  relatively  dry  summer,  but  the  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive  placed  all  their  resources  of  technical,  engineering  and 
chemical  personnel  at  work  in  an  attempt  to  find  some  solution  of  this  very 
difficult  problem. 

Lighting  on  the  Fish  Market. 

During  the  year  1948  it  was  found  necessary  to  approach  the  Railway 
Executive  with  the  request  that  additional  and  more  powerful  artificial 
lighting  should  be  installed  at  the  berth  known  as  No.  2 West  Wall,  as  great 
difficulty  was  being  experienced  in  carrying  out  efficient  fish  inspection  at 
that  berth. 
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This  matter  has  now  been  rectified  and  the  berth  in  question  is  among 
the  best  lighted  on  the  market. 

Market  Fish  Containers. 

The  ten  stone  aluminium  alloy  fish  containers,  of  which  there  are  nearly 
thirty  thousand  in  use  on  the  Grimsby  fish  market,  are  much  more  satisfactory 
from  the  viewpoint  of  hygiene  than  the  wooden  containers  which  were  previously 
in  use,  but  it  must  be  recorded  that  the  efficient  cleansing  of  these  containers 
constitutes  a problem  for  which  a solution  has  not  yet  been  found. 

The  box  washing  machines  at  present  in  use  do  not  perform  the  job 
efficiently  and  another  disadvantage  is  that  these  machines  could  not  be  used 
during  the  summer  months  because  of  the  objectionable  nature  of  the  dock 
water.  It  is  evident  that  nothing  short  of  cleansing  and  sterilising  by  steam 
will  meet  the  needs  of  the  case  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Grimsby 
Exchange  are  using  every  energy  to  hasten  the  construction  of  a steam 
sterilising  plant  designed  to  secure  the  thorough  cleansing  of  each  fish  con- 
tainer on  the  market  at  least  three  times  per  week. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  plant  would  be  ready  for  use  during  1949 
but  set-back  after  set-back  has  been  experienced  through  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  manufacturers  to  deliver  the  necessary  machinery  on  time.  In  the 
meantime,  it  is  certain  that  the  maintenance  of  these  containers  in  a clean 
and  hygienic  condition  is  an  impossible  task  while  existing  facilities  only  are 
available. 

Fish  Boxes. 

Fish  boxes  continue  to  arrive  back  in  the  Grimsby  box  yards  from  inland 
in  a filthy  condition  and  there  appears  to  be  no  remedy  for  this  problem  as 
long  as  the  co-operation  of  the  retailer  is  not  forthcoming.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  may  be  noted  that  the  Grimsby  Box  Pool  have  produced  a box  which  apart 
from  its  hygienic  qualities  has  greatly  facilitated  the  task  of  cleansing. 

The  exterior  of  this  box  is  coated  with  a colourless  plastic,  while  the 
interior  is  coated  with  white  plastic.  The  Box  Pool  are  undertaking  the 
cleansing  of  these  boxes  before  each  issue  to  the  merchants,  an  innovation  which, 
if  carried  out  efficiently  should  ensure  that  each  box  leaves  Grimsby  in  a satis- 
factorily clean  state. 


Fish  Market — Inspections  and  Re-Inspections. 

The  following  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  carried  out  on  the 
fish  market  during  the  year  : — 

Inspections.  Re-Inspections. 

Fish  Merchants  Stands  . . 886  . . . . . . . . 483 

Box  lofts  . . . . . . 186  . . . . . . . . — 

Offices  . . . . . . . . 63  . . . . . . . . 2 


Totals  . .1,135 


485 
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Pish  Market — Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 
The  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  found  and  remedied  : — 


Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

Defective  Fish  bins 

Repair/Renew 

62 

42 

Dirty  Box  lofts  

Cleanse 

32 

— 

Dirty  Fish  bins 

167 

172 

Dirty  Fish  boxes  in  use  . . 

735 

735 

Dirty  Utensils  in  use 

889 

971 

Welfare  Work. 


During  the  year  the  amalgamation  of  the  Fishermens’  Clinic  and  the 
Fish  Merchants’  First  Aid  Station  was  completed.  A part-time  medical 
officer  is  in  charge  and  general  administration  is  by  a committee  representing 
trawler  owners,  fish  merchants,  and  local  engineering  and  ship-repairing  firms. 

An  efficient  first  aid  and  emergency  medical  service  is  available  to  every 
person  employed  on  and  about  the  fish  docks.  The  medical  officer  is  assisted 
by  four  surgery  assistants  qualified  in  first  aid. 

The  medical  officer — Dr.  John  Lanny — has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
statistics  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 


First  Aid  Station  : — 


New  cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,994 

Total  attendances  ..  ..  ..  ..  21,893 

Cases  referred  to  hospital  for  emergency  treatment  258 


Clinic  : — 

Total  consultations  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,232 

Routine  examinations  . . . . . . . . 1 ,389 

Compensation  surveys  . . . . . . . . 11 

X-Ray  examinations  . . . . . . . . 53 

Cases  referred  from  first  aid  station  . . . . 37 

Cases  referred  to  hospital  for  emergency  treatment  51 


In  addition,  612  trawler  medicine  chests  are  inspected  regularly  and 
maintained  in  an  up-to-the-minute  state  of  efficiency. 


In  June,  1949,  the  National  Dock  Labour  Board  appointed  an  admini- 
strative medical  officer,  Dr.  R.  West,  for  the  Humber  Ports,  and  opened  a 
first  aid  dressing  station  at  Flour  Square,  Grimsby,  which  is  staffed  for  18  hours 
a day  by  trained  nurses.  They  give  medical  attention  to  other  than  employees 
of  the  Board. 


